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"03-1840 CENSUS - RABUN COUNTY GEORGIA 


The 1840 census was the sixth census in the United States and 
in the State of Georgia. But it was the second one available for 
the County of Rabun. 


As in the 1830 census, only the heads of the household are 
listed. Also, like the 1830 census, this one lists the inhabit- 
ants in age groups from age 0 to age 100, both male and female. 


However, the 1840 census had two new features not shown before. 
The first was the listing of the families according to the area 
of the county in which they lived. By 1840 the County of Rabun 
was using the GMD (Georgia Militia District) designations and 
they were as follows: 


GMD 436 - Chechero 

GMD 452 -— Warwoman 

GMD 509 —- Tallulah 

GMD 556 - Little Tennessee Valley 
GMD 587 - Clayton 

GMD 597 - Tiger 

GMD 636 — Persimmon 


The numbers were suppose to have been assigned by the State to 
the County in the same chronological order that the districts 
were established. If this were the case then Chechero would have 
been the first district settled and Persimmon would have been 
the last. In 1840 the Census Taker followed the same order be- 
ginning in the Chechero District and finishing up in the Persimmon 
District. 


The second new feature on the 1840 census was the listing of 
Veterans of the Revolutionary-War. They included: 


Edward Williams Chechero District 
John McCune Tallulah District 
John McClain Tallulah District 
John Dillard Tennessee Valley 
Josias Callahan Clayton District 
Jonathan Dunlap Persimmon District 


The Enumerator or Census taker is listed as Elijah Coffee. At 
the time of the 1840 census there were two men by this name in 
Rabun. One was between 30 and 40 years of age and lived in the 
Chechero District. The other was between 50 and 60 and lived in 
the Little Tennessee Valley. Research in to this family indicates 
that the one living in Cherchero District was born in S. C. and 
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was a brother of Edward Coffee, a well known political figure 

in Rabun County. The one living in the Tennessee Valley was 
born in N. C. and in other records spelled his name ‘Coffey'. 
Since the Enumerator carried the title of Assistant Marshall 

and had political implications plus the fact that the Enumerator 
spelled both names '‘Coffee', would favor the younger man as 
being the enumerator. 


14 sheets were used to record the 1840 census. This is the 
same number required in 1830. However the number of families 
had decreased since 1830 from 355 to 334. The probable reason 
was that after the removal of the Cherokee Indians from north- 
west Georgia in 1836, many people moved west to occupy that 
territory. 


At the end of the census there was the following statement 
in long hand: "The number of persons within my division con- 
sisting of nineteen hundred and ten persons as appear in the 
foregoing schedule. Suscribed by me this 10th day of October 
in the year one thousand eight hundred and forty. /s/ Elijah 
Coffee, Asst. Marshall." 


This was followed by a second statement: "We hereby certify 
that a correct copy of the above schedule signed by the said 
Elijah Coffee has been set at two of the most public places 
within the division open to the inspection of all concerned 
this lOth day of October 1840." /s/ James Bleckley 

; /s/ A. R. Gaines 


The Enumerator had a fair script and fairly good spelling but 
because of age and quality of paper and ink, the writer eannot 


be responsible for errors in names and spelling of names. 


Compiled By: John T. Coleman,890 Foxcroft Trail,Marietta,Ga. 30067 
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